
Invitation to manufacturers to help 
shape strategy for new Centres 
dedicated to industrial robotics & 
digital systems research

Smart Manufacturing (SmartMan) Centre 
And
Smart Manufacturing Ecosytem Centre



New centres focussed on automation, robotics and digital systems research
EPSRC Manufacturing Made Smarter Research Centres challenge 

As applications into this funding challenge, Strathclyde University are partnering with other UK 
institutes leading in digital manufacturing technologies, to develop centres enabling UK manufacturing sector 
transition to Industry 4.0. The Centres are:

SmartMan Centre Smart Manufacturing Ecosystem 
Centre

Focus research area

• Smart Collaborative Industrial 
Robotics Research

• Digital systems optimisation both 
within individual Smart Factories 
and across wider Connected 
Supply Chains 

What will be the focus 
of activities?

• Smart, connected factory
• Connected and versatile supply 

chain
• Adaptable, flexible manufacturing 

operation and skills
• Societal and cultural change 

• Smart digital systems within and 
between supply chain 
organisations
• Research programmes 

addressing trust and security in 
data / information sharing and 
utilisation of open standards

How can the industry 
get involved?

• Participate to workshops (by 10th Dec., 2020) to identify manufacturing 
challenges the Centres can focus their research strategy on 

• Become consortia members and co-develop demonstrator solutions 
with technologists from the Centre

https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/iscf-manufacturing-made-smarter-research-centres/


Excellence in automation, robotics & digital manufacturing systems in Centres: 
current examples

SmartMan Centre Smart Manufacturing Ecosystem Centre

1. A Smart And Flexible Automation System 
for High Value Cake Manufacturing

2. AgriRover: a mechatronic platform from 
space robotics for precision farming

3. CLASS project: developing high-volume 
manufacturing process for lightweight cars 
by Warwick Manufacturing Group (WMG)

4. VENTURER and Flourish projects: safe 
development and trialling of connected 
and autonomous vehicles by Bristol 
Robotics Lab (BRL).

5. MIMRee project: autonomous robotic 
inspection and repair solution for offshore 
wind farms by BRL.

1. ASTUTE project: Embedding Advanced 
and Sustainable Technologies into Welsh 
Manufacturing Industries across Wales

2. SUSTAIN project: Transform the 
productivity, product diversity and 
environmental performance of the steel 
supply chain in the UK

3. IMPACT project: Innovative materials via 
precision additive coating technologies: 
SME outreach support programme

4. RESuME: Resource Efficient Supply and 
Manufacturing Environment

https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/67574/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/business/success-stories/lightening-the-load
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/wmg/
https://www.venturer-cars.com/venturer-project/
http://www.flourishmobility.com/about-flourish
https://www.bristolroboticslab.com/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/project-underway-to-develop-offshore-wind-farm-inspection-robot-team
https://www.astutewales.com/en/about
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=EP%2FS018107%2F1
https://franklin.ams3.cdn.digitaloceanspaces.com/content/images/IMPACT-FLYER-digital-Feb-2020.pdf?mtime=20200306105944&focal=none
https://www.nmis.scot/events/nmis-insights/smarter-manufacturing-introduction-to-bitzlist/


Interested to join our exciting Centres?
For more information
Contact (before 10th December, 2o2o)

Dr. Dzeti Zait

Technical Development Fellow – Food & Drink

d.zait@strath.ac.uk


